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The sparrow was frequently attacked by the
crows and other birds and it was put to immense
trouble. It, therefore, flew into the forest and was
concealing itself on a big tree m full bloom.

One day, an ardent devotee of Lord Siva was
telling some others underneath the tree in question that
all living creatures would achieve all their noble
aspirations in Madurai city by bathing in the Golden
Lotus Tank and by worshipping Lord Somasundareswara
who would shower benefits both in present life and in
the life'to be unlike the Lords of other places, who would
confer benefits only in the life to be. The sparrow heard
this and decided to go to Madurai and attain salvation.

After going to Madurai, it bathed in the
Golden Lotus Tank daily and worshipped Lord
Somasundareswara. After three days, Goddess
Meenakshi asked the Lord about this sparrow. The L^rd
told her its history and taking kind notice of the sparrow,
instructed it in Mrityunjaya Mantra which had helped
Markandeya to become immortal.

The sparrow thanked the Lord and said that, as
it was a weak bird, other birds troubled it The Lord made
it a strong bird. The sparrow also prayed that this boon
should apply to all of its species and the Lord granted
this request also. The sparrow then deligently chanted
the Mantra taught to it and in due course attained the
Lord's feet.